Here are a number of tips you
can follow to ensure that you have an enjoyable turtle
watching experience that does not disturb nesting
turtles, hatchlings and other turtle watchers.

DON’T LEAVE TRASH BEHIND!
Turtles can suffocate to death when they
accidentally eat floating plastic bags,

which resemble their favourite food, jellyfish.

NEVER DRIVE ON A NESTING BEACH!
Vehicles and other heavy equipment can crush
the nests and prevent hatchlings from digging
their way to the surface.

CONTROL DOGS ON THE BEACH!

Dogs can sniff out emerging nests
and dig up hatchlings.

REMOVE ANY OBSTRUCTIONS!
Sand castles, beach chairs, and other obstruc-
tions on the beach can prevent females from
nesting and hatchlings from reaching the sea.

TURN OFF YOUR LIGHTS!

Only use your flashlight when necessary, as these
can scare off turtles emerging from the water and
disorient nesting females and hatchlings. Use red
lights instead. Never shine a flashlight at or on a
turtle’s head.

SHHHHHH!

Turtles have sensitive hearing and
smell so keep as quiet as possible.

DO NOT SMOKE and refrain from wearing

strong perfumes when turtle watching.

DO NOT USE FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY!
Flash photography is not

permitted at anytime

during the nesting process.

DON’T TOUCH, RIDE OR HARASS
NESTING TURTLES!

If you come upon a nesting turtle, leave her alone!
Keep a safe respectful viewing distance of 45 feet
(15m). Be sure to stay

well behind the turtle at all

times. Do not touch eggs

and hatchlings as they can

be easily damaged.

WATCH WHERE YOU STEP!

Be very careful where you walk when hatchlings
are around - they are difficult to see at night and
can be easily crushed.

NEVER PUT HATCHLINGS DIRECTLY
INTO THE SEA! Hatchlings orient themselves

to their environment by crossing the beach.

For more information contact SOS Tobago:

P.O.Box 27, Scarborough, Tobago W.I.
P 868328 7351 F 868 639 8441
E | info@sos-tobago.org
W | www.sos-tobago.org
Facebook: SOS Tobago
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Who We Are SO

Save Our Sea Turtles Tobago (SOS)

is a community based,

volunteer organization, formed in 2000. _
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Our Mission:
“To conserve Tobago’s sea turtle population
and their coastal and marine habitat through research,
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. . . and over-hunting.
birth to lay their own nests. Three species, the Leather-
back, Hawksbill and Green Turtle, nest on Tobago’s
beaches from March to September each year.

Incidental capture in commercial fishing gear.
lllegal hunting (poaching) of females and their eggs.
Habitat loss due to coastal development.
Boating-related accidents.

Climate change.

Pollution.

ALL SEVEN SPECIES ARE LISTED AS ENDANGERED

OR CRITICALLY ENDANGERED WORLDWIDE.



